COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 24th June 2003 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott, Deputy Mayor




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley 


C T Elsmore 




C P Kay

                                  
C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin


                                   
N W Penny




J Shaw

                                   
M T Weston

             

Mrs P Evans – District Councillor

             

Inspector D Pickstock – Glos Constabulary

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Town Councillors A M Lacey (Mayor) and R D Phelps, County Councillor P Chamberlain, District Councillor A Benstead.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 28th May 2003 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Deputy Mayor as correct. 

Councillor Mrs J Marrott (Deputy Mayor) chaired the meeting in the absence of the Mayor, Cllr. A M Lacey.

POLICE REPORT

The quarterly figures were given as:






April – June 2003


2002
Violence 



32




21 

Robbery



-




  1

Burglary                                      
17




22

Theft 




66




54                                                    

Fraud




  8




  8

Criminal damage


40




36

Drugs




  1




  2

Other notifiable


  3




  0  

Total



          167



          144

Members were pleased to welcome Inspector Pickstock to the meeting.

Inspector Pickstock advised that he was now responsible for policing in both the North and South Forest areas and advised that the recent report received from himself showing end of year statistics for the Forest South area would allow comparisons between the 43 parishes.  Future reports would be produced quarterly and be in the same format.  

Inspector Pickstock advised that although the reported figures showed violent crime had increased in number compared to the same quarter last year, this did not mean that the area had become much more violent.  The introduction of standard guidelines by the Government (National Crime Recording Standards) meant that now every incident is recorded as a crime.  Detection rates show as lower because, even if no official complaint is made to the police, the crime has been recorded and is noted as undetected.  

All Councillors were given the opportunity to discuss local policing issues with Inspector Pickstock.

Items raised by Councillors were:

· The serious concerns over recent vandalism, disorder and damage in the Town.

· The cost to the County of policing during the recent war on Iraq.

· The use of CCTV cameras

· Difficulties in contacting the police

· The new format used by the police in reporting crime

In reply, Inspector Pickstock said that people were understandably aggrieved when their property was attacked and the police were the obvious target for their anger.  The Crime and Disorder Act 1988 placed duties on Local Authorities as well as the police to ensure it does all it can reasonably do to prevent crime and disorder in its area.  

Recent problems in Coleford were also happening in other Forest Towns and, although the perception was that there were not enough police the Inspector had access to numerous resources that can be, and are, brought into the area when necessary, including a mobile CCTV vehicle.   

Inspector Pickstock advised that five extra officers have been assigned to the Forest, the traffic department would be up to full strength soon and by Christmas 7 or 8 Community Police Support Officers would be working in the area to give visible reassurance to the community. 

CCTV film is always checked first whenever a crime is reported and plays a vital part in crime detection.  

Inspector Pickstock referred to the very large number of calls received from the public and re-iterated that 999 should only be used for emergencies.  All other calls must be to 0845 0901234 and are always logged. 

Deputy Mayor, Mrs J Marrott, thanked Inspector Pickstock for his attendance.

Inspector Pickstock left the meeting at this point.

Deputy Mayor, Mrs J Marrott formally welcomed co-opted members, Councillors Mrs C Martin, Mrs S Merrikin and J Shaw.  The new councillors introduced themselves to the meeting.

Mrs B Watkins had now withdrawn her application for co-option and there remained one seat to fill.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr N Penny declared an interest in agenda number 7.5

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

60 (a)  GLOS CC FENCING AT BELLS PLAYING FIELD

A letter had been sent to County Councillor P Chamberlain asking him to take the matter forward.  No further correspondence had been received from the Property Services at the County Council. 

       
60 (b)  STREET LIGHTING – ROCK LANE


In response to the Councils letter requesting financial assistance to carry out the lighting a Merit Assessment for Street Lighting application form had been received from the District Council.  No response has been received from GlaxoSmithKline and the Clerk was instructed to write again to the company.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

61.  
FOREST OF DEAN FARMERS MARKET – EXTRA MARKET IN COLEFORD


The Farmer’s Market Co-ordinator had now presented her request for an extra market in Coleford in writing.  Currently the free week is being used at Lydney.  Members were still in the process of consulting with traders in the town to assess their views on the matter. 

62.
COLEFORD LINK ROAD FEASIBILITY STUDY
The report of Part 1 of the study, the engineering feasibility of providing the link road, recommended that the existing situation remains unchanged because the Engineering Consultants feel that the project is difficult to justify in terms of cost and benefit to the town centre.

Resolved: A meeting of the Town Council be called to discuss the matter with the Highways department of the County Council.

63.
MILKWALL PLAY AREA – EMPTYING OF WASTE BINS

During a visit to the play area Councillor Phelps advised that the waste bin inside the fenced area was overflowing.  A quote of £2.40 per visit was obtained from Merlin Waste who would empty the waste bin fortnightly when they also empty the dog waste bin in Milkwall.

Resolved:   Merlin Waste be requested to empty the waste bin fortnightly at a cost of  £2.40 per visit.

64.
WALNUT TREE, WALNUT TREE CLOSE

In response to a letter from the Town Council Forest of Dean District Council advised that they were unable to carry out a survey of the tree but advised the use of a local tree surgeon, Andrew Bessant.  Having inspected the tree, Mr. Bessant’s report advises that the tree is in good health for its age and, at the moment, there is no cause for action but advises six-monthly inspections.

65.
COLEFORD PARTNERSHIP

This item was solely in the format of a report and was moved to MEMBERS REPORTS.

66.
CONDITION OF ROADS, HIGHWAYS AND WAYMARKED PATHS WITHIN THE PARISH.


A survey of roads, highways and waymarked paths within the Parish is required.   Councillor M Weston made reference to the poor facilities in the Whitecliff area for pedestrians and wheeled users which were not acceptable.   

Resolved: The Clerk be instructed to divide the area appropriately between the Members to ensure the whole Parish was surveyed.  Councillors would each produce a report on the areas inspected. 

67.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on Tuesday 10th June having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly. 

PLANS – Permission for Development

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF12264/LBC (P809/03)

Listed building consent for the
No issues raised.

Scott Shoes


installation of two replacement

20 Market Place


windows and re-roofing of

Coleford



existing property.

DF9512/C (P815/03) 

Construction of a pedestrian 
No issues raised.

Land at & adjoining

access and hard standing 

36/38 Lords Hill


associated with works to

Coleford



dwelling.

DF12658 (P823/03)

Outline application for the

No issues raised.

53 High Nash


erection of one dwelling.

Coleford

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Appeal Ref: APP/P1615/A/03/1110065

Land at 2 Grove Crescent

Coleford

Summary of Decision: The appeal is dismissed

DF1386/1/B (P830/03)

Relaxation of condition (D) of 
Under Section 215 – for 

The Bungalow


planning permission DF1386/B
officers to make decision.

Lower Lane


dated 8th December 1977

Berry Hill


(occupation by person running

Coleford



adjacent petrol station/haulage





business).

DF3520/C/ADV (P867/03)
Erection of internally 

No comments.

12 St John Street


illuminated fascia and 

Coleford



projecting box signs.





(Retrospective).

DF1276/A (P860/03)

Provision of replacement shop
No issues raised.


5 Newland Street


front to match existing,

Coleford



conversion of first/second floor






flat to form two one bed flats.


DF2537/F (P870/03)

Installation of new shop front
Does access allow for

1 Market Place






wheeled access?

Coleford







No other issues.

DF2537/G/LBC (P871/03)
Listed building consent for
Does access allow for

1 Market Place


installation of new shop front
wheeled access?

Coleford







No other issues.


DF12673(P877/03)

Alterations and erection of a two
Concerns over increase

Prosper House


storey extension to dwelling.
traffic movements.

Prosper Lane


Erection of a detached double 

Coalway



private car garage. Construction 

of new vehicular access.


Cllr M Weston left the meeting at 8.55

Extension to the meeting to 9.15 was agreed

CORRESPONDENCE

68.
FORGE 10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
Councillor Mrs C Martin will attend.

69.
WEST GLOS. PRIMARY CARE TRUST
Councillor Mrs C Martin will attend the event to look at Building a Strategy for Community Hospitals on 10th July 2003.

70.
GLOS CONSTABULARY – FOREST POLICE AND PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS MEETING
Councillors D Atherley and C Elsmore to attend.

71.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE TRAINING PARTNERSHIP – CONFERENCE 

Members noted the conference would be held on 3rd July 2003

72.
VICTIM SUPPORT GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Members noted the AGM would be held in Coleford on 30th June 2003.

73.
COLEFORD YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE
Members noted that the Centre had confirmed the booking of rooms for the Senior Citizens Christmas Concert on 8 December 2003.

74.
GLOS. CONSTABULARY – END OF YEAR STATISTICS REPORT

Members requested that they each be provided with a copy of this report.

75.
KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD

Letter confirming Coleford Athletic FC use of playing field from September

76.
USE OF KGV PLAYING FIELD – DISTRICT COUNTY CRICKET 

Mark Camp had advised that County Representatives had inspected the pitch and plan to hold a County District Youth Cricket match on Friday 29th August at the KGV field.   An invitation to attend will be sent to the Mayor.

77.
WHITECLIFF BROOK – Copies of letters sent by Diana Organ MP

Copies of letters sent by and received by Diana Organ MP had been previously circulated to all members and the content noted. 

78.
GLOS CC – SURVEYORS DEPT
Notification of new Divisional Operations Manager, Owen Jenkins, at Cannop and advising that Mr Jenkins is also responsible for Partnering arrangements.  

79.
FODDC –TEMPORARY GRAVE MARKERS, MILE END CEMETERY
Response from Head of Technical Services advising that FODDC are looking to place the markers as soon as possible.

80.
STANDARDS BOARD – VIDEO AND WORKBOOK RE CODE OF PRACTICE

Councillors noted that these items were held in the office.

81.
GLOS CC – GLOUCESTERSHIRE MINERAL LOCAL PLAN 1997-2002
Members noted that this had been adopted by the County Council, that the plan can be viewed on the County’s web site and applications to challenge its validity can be made with six weeks of 18 June 2003.

82.
GLOS CONSTABULARY – PARKING IN BOWENS HILL, COLEFORD
Response received advising that in future the Hill would be a no waiting area during town festivals.

83.
FODDC – SECTION 106 AGREEMENT – PLAY AREA MILKWALL
Four copies of the agreement for signature have been received.  Once fully signed by all four parties the agreed sum will be released.

84.
FODDC –INTRUDERS IN REAR GARDENS OF NEWLAND STREET
Response received from Property and Works Manager advising that the District Council were monitoring their premises and considering practical ways of dealing with the problems.  A Street Warden had visited the owner of the property in Newland Street.

85.
COLEFORD & DISTRICT WI COUNTRY MARKET

The WI requested permission to use the Town House for their Friday Market during the refurbishment of the Community Centre should they be unable to secure other premises during this time.  Permission was agreed for two weeks emergency use.

86.
COPY OF LETTER FROM GLOS CC TO MRS MACDONALD RE FOOTWAY ISSUES IN COLEFORD

The Area Traffic Manager, Richard Waters, had responded to Mrs MacDonald. 

The meeting was further extended to 9.30 

87.
DEFRA – QUALITY PARISH COUNCIL SCHEME
Members noted that a copy of the Guidance for the Quality Parish Council Scheme had been received.

88.
FRANK NICHOLLS – CONDITION OF GRAVE, COLEFORD CEMETERY
Mr Nicholls had visited his mother’s grave and found the plants had been removed and the grave top-dressed with sub-standard materials.  The Clerk was requested to investigate.

89.
BEECHES CAR SALES - VANDALISM
Mr M Lewis, the owner of the premises, wrote to express his concerns about the frequency and level of damage to his property by vandals who use missiles thrown from FODDC premises at night.

90.
I&DEA – STANDARDS BOARD
Members noted that a Guide for New Members was held in the office.

91.
MORLEY FUND MANAGEMENT – NU INVESTMENT FUND REPORT
Members noted that the interim report had been received.

92.
ROYAL FOREST OF DEAN BUS. & PROF. ASSOC.

The May newsletter had been received.

93.
MEMBERS REPORTS
Written report – read in the absence of Councillor R Phelps

Councillor R Phelps had attended the Four Towns Youth Forum.  The event was for youth, councillors and partnership members. This took the format of a morning  “fun” session with a more serious discussion with the young people taking place in the afternoon.
Councillor Phelps was concerned that there were no councillors from Lydney or Cinderford or from the District Council although one of the Street Wardens was present.  He reported that the young people’s perception of Councillors was that they were unapproachable and wouldn’t listen, this, he felt, was re-enforced by the low number of Councillors attending.

The attendance of a Councillor at Youth Forum meetings, feeding back to Town Council would give youth matters a voice.  A very interesting and thought provoking day!

Councillor Mrs J Marrott

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillor Atherley had attended the British Legion Parade to mark 20 years of re-formation of the Coleford branch on 1st June.

Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Mrs Marrott had also attended the following meetings:

On 3rd June MCTi Agencies Forum in the Community Centre in Coleford.  This was well attended.  A meeting of County Council personnel and MCTi representatives will be held on 7th July. 

A Taxi Forum was held on 9th June to discuss possible transport solutions.

Glos Market Towns Forum, Board meeting on 11th June.  Charity Status is still unconfirmed. 

Dancing Through the Dean. Meetings held on 12th and 23rd June.  A grant from Gloucestershire Community Foundation had been received.  A financial shortfall remained and funding problems are envisaged for next year.

On 14th June a meeting was held to discuss the re-ordering of St John’s Church Coleford.  The PCC need to investigate best provision for the community and retain the worship area and have requested assistance to fund a Community Needs Survey from MCTi.

A MCTi Steering Group meeting was held on 17th June.  There is a need to attract more interest and the co-ordinator is approaching the parishes to involve them in the Theme Groups. Involvement by Councillors is very welcome.

The Town Event Group met two of the five District Councillors on 18th June to engage their support for future events.  There is a likelihood of serious funding problems for the future.

On 23rd the Community Centre Theme Group met to advise the outcome of the seminar held on 3rd June.  Great concern was expressed over the re-wiring contract and the effect on usage.

Also, on 23rd June the Coleford Local Area Forum met.  Inspector Pickstock spoke at length regarding problems of manpower and how the Authority operates.  Other policing issues raised were: Buchanan Recreation Ground and KGV playing field area, drugs, speeding and traffic offences (including problems in the car park areas and FODDC car park).  The new GRCC Rural Advisor for the Forest of Dean, Sophie Holmes, is working to assist the Parish Plans and MCTi.  It is hoped that the next meeting will include the Highways Area Manager, following the Highways meeting with Parishes.

Councillor M Weston returned to the meeting at 9.30 

94.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS
The following item was discussed: -

Finance

The Annual Accounts for year ended 31st March 2003, having been audited by the independent auditor, were signed for progression to the External Auditor.

95.
ACCOUNTS
There being no other business, the Deputy Mayor closed the meeting at 9.37

94.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS
The following item was discussed: -

Finance

The Annual Accounts for year ended 31st March 2003, having been audited by the independent auditor, were signed for progression to the External Auditor.

95.
ACCOUNTS

2003 G White – bus shelter cleaning





40.00

2004 F J Thomas – bus shelter cleaning




90.00

2005 Mrs E Roberts – bus shelter cleaning




30.00

2006 Mrs C Grail – bus shelter cleaning




30.00

2007 Shane Ball Gardening Services – June


          
          193.67

2008 Forest of Dean District Council – non domestic rates             
          111.00

2009 Forest of Dean District Council – Mile End Cemetery to 31.3.03      468.83

2010 C Bath Settlement 1998 – Rent July-September

        3231.25

2011 British Gas







63.72

2012 D J Hewer & Co Ltd – service





92.83

2013 OfficeStar – stationery





          105.63

2014 Gloucestershire Media – Music Festival



39.48

2015 J Marrott – expenses – travel May/June – Market Towns Forum
82.84

2016 Inland Revenue – Tax and NI June



          488.49

2017 S A Pritchard – June salary




          558.96

2018 C Wilkins – June salary





          803.81

2019 V G Mitchell – June salary




        1133.36

2020 Glos C C Pension Fund – June salary payments

          584.69

2021 Cash – Petty Cash






50.00

2022 Forest of Dean District Council – Election expenses

          215.72

2023 Skip-it – empty skip






50.00

2024 Merlin Waste Control – dog waste bins



          296.52

High Interest Account

10/06/03 Gross Credit Interest





253.69

16/06/03 Norwich Union






  44.58

16/06/03 Norwich Union






121.96

27/06/03 Norwich Union






  12.13

Current Account

05/06/03 Ernest Heal & Sons (Arscott/Hamel/Hofmann)


270.00

12/06/03 Sundry Credit M E Damsell (Watkins/Short)


140.00

12/06/03 Ernest Heal & Sons (Slaney/Prisk)




140.00

26/06/03 Ernest Heal & Sons (Porter/Gabriel/Hofmann/Weaver)

230.00

There being no other business, the Deputy Mayor closed the meeting at 9.37

FULL REPORT – PRECIS VERSION INCLUDED IN MINUTES

Inspector Pickstock advised that although the reported figures showed violent crime had increased in number from 16 in the April – June quarter last year to 27 in the same quarter this year, this did not mean that the area had become much more violent.  The introduction of standard guidelines by the Government (National Crime Recording Standards) meant that now every incident is recorded as a crime.  Detection rates show as lower because, even if no official complaint is made to the police, the crime has been recorded and is noted as undetected.  

All Councillors were given the opportunity to discuss local policing issues with Inspector Pickstock.

Councillor Weston advised that he was extremely worried and very disappointed about the extent of damage in the town over the last two weeks.  He noted that despite having a 10foot high fence erected around the rear of his premises, a local garage owner had had cars damaged on the last two weekends.  The offences had been committed from the rear of the District Council’s premises. People in the town were very disturbed at the extent of the vandalism and also worried about reprisals should they witness and report incidents. He was often explaining to parishioners that, there were police officers, not necessarily in uniform, in the area although they might not frequently see Officers on the beat. Councillor Weston said that he would like to see the press reporting where incidents have been spotted from CCTV or offenders convicted as a result of being seen on film as many residents in the area feel that the cameras are ineffective.

Councillor Lusty questioned whether the financial cost of policing the airfield at Fairford during the recent war on Iraq would have a detrimental effect on the operational budget for general policing in the County.  

Councillor Mrs C Martin advised that she will talk to parishioners to advise them to report all crime.

Councillor N Penny expressed appreciation to Inspector Pickstock for his recent attendance at a recent de-briefing meeting with the Music Festival Committee following this year’s event. 

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin reported the nightly disorder around the roundabout and surrounding areas. Vehicles ignore the speed limit, wheelspin and shoot out from the junctions.  There is also excess use of sound systems.  Elderly residents in the area are now concerned about going out in the evenings because of the speed of these vehicles.

Councillor D Atherley questioned whether the CCTV cameras were permanently manned.

Councillor C P Kay said that the Fire Services often had problems contacting the police for calls other the emergencies, even though the police were now working from a new building.

Councillor C Elsmore noted the anomaly in the recording of crime and the increased numbers recorded and asked if there was anything the police could do to amend the recording system. 

In reply, Inspector Pickstock said that people were understandably aggrieved when their property was attacked and the police were the obvious target for their anger.  The Crime and Disorder Act 1988 places duties on Local Authorities as well as the police to ensure it does all it can reasonably do to prevent crime and disorder in its area.  

With regard to general problems in the Town Centre, Coleford is not alone in experiencing trouble, similar problems are occurring in other areas of the district.  Last weekend Lydney experienced several incidents.  An Architectural survey of Pyart Court had been initiated to investigate the particular problems experienced there and Inspector Pickstock advised he had offered to meet with the traders to provide reassurance to them.  Incidents in Pyart Court were rarely reported to the police.  PC  Dix has weekly reports with the owner of the complex.

There have been recent occasions when young people, having being apprehended by the police for vandalism or disorderly behaviour, have gone home, told their parents, only for the parents to arrive at the Police Station to complain that the police have apprehended their child. 

Inspector Pickstock stated that the police cannot be everywhere and therefore would always be criticised.  He had to work with the numbers of officers that he had, although these were more than most people thought, and that he had access to numerous resources that can be, and are, brought into the area when necessary, including a mobile CCTV vehicle.   

Forest police had been on duty at Fairford, half of the cost being borne by Central Government, and his personal opinion only, was that this assignment would not have any effect on the policing budget for the Forest.

This week five extra officers have been assigned to the Forest, the traffic department would be up to full strength soon and by Christmas 7 or 8 Community Police Support Officers would be working in the area to give visible reassurance to the community.   

CCTV cameras have played a large part in crime detection and the detection resulting from use of the cameras are reported by the police to the press to increase publicity of the operational uses of the equipment.  CCTV film is the first check whenever crime occurs.  When the screens are not manned the system is recording, the films archived and can be scanned when incidents are reported.  During the recent Music Festival an operator noticed someone with a knife, this was tracked, officers were sent and arrested the offender. 

Inspector Pickstock referred to the very large number of calls received from the public.  Re-iterated that 999 should only be used for emergencies.  The number to call for all other matters was 0845 0901234.  All calls to this number were logged.  Locally, the police usually achieved a higher than standard response rate to incidents.

Members were reminded that a meeting between Forest police officers and parish and town councils would take place on 2nd July 2003 at Minsterworth.  Inspector Pickstock said he was trying to visit as many Councils as possible and that it was intended that a Police Sergeant would attend council meetings in the main Forest towns. 
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